is admitted to be Voltaire'sj not flirsch's, continue they ;—and if Hiracl can prove that Voltaire has changed the Diamonds, not a likely fact lot him do so. The rest does not concern us. And to that effect, 01 the above day, runs their Sentence: ' You, Hirsch, shall restore thj Paris Bill; mutual Papers to be all restored, or legally annihilated Jewels to be valued by sworn Experts, and paid for at that price Hirsch, if he can prove that the Jewels were changed, has liberty ti try it, in a new Action. Hirsch^ for falsely denying his Signature, i fined 10 thalers (thirty shillings), such lie being a contempt of court whatever more.'
' Ha, fined, you Jew Villain !' hysterically shrieks Voltaire ' in the wrong, weren't you, then ; and fined thirty shillings ? hysterically trying to believe, and make others believe, tha he has come-off triumphant. ' Beaten my Jew, haven't I ? says he to everybody, though inwardly well enough awar how it stands, and that he is a Phoenix douched, and has ! tremor in the bones! Chancellor Cocceji was far fron thinking it triumphant to him. Here is a small Note o Cocceji1s, addressed to his two colleagues, Jarriges and Lopei which has been found among the Law Papers :
' Berlin, 20th February 1761. The Herr President von Jarriges an Privy-Councillor Lo'per are hereby officially requested to bring th remainder of the Voltaire Sentence to its fulfilment: I am myself nc well, and can employ my time much better. The Herr von Voltair has given-in a desperate Memorial (eln desperates Memorial) to thi purport: "I swear that what is charged to me" (believed of me) "i the Sentence is true; and now request to have the Jewels valued." have returned him this Paper, with notice that it must be signed by a Advocate.—COCCEJI.' 1
So wrote Chancellor Cocceji, on the Saturday, washing hi hands of this sorry business. Voltaire is ready to mak desperate oath, if needful. We said once, M. de Voltair was not given to lying; far the reverse. But yet, see, if yo drive him into a corner with a sword at his throat,—alai
1 Klein, 256.